
Knox United Church 
Sunday, January 17th, 2021 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 
 

 
As we gather for worship today, we acknowledge that the land on which we gather is 
Treaty 6 territory, the ancestral land of several Indigenous nations, and part of the 
homeland of the Metis.  We respect the sacredness of our shared home and the 
ground on which we walk, and we are grateful for its stewardship through the 
centuries. 
 

Come, listen for the word of the one who has searched you and known you.  
Are you ready to hear?  
Come, discover the one who is close to you in all your ways – who cherishes your 
possibilities. 
Are you ready to be seen? 
Come, meet – as if for the first time – the one who greets your discouragement with 
hope.  
Are you ready to encounter? 
Come, open your hearts to the union of heaven and earth  – to the transforming vision 
of love and justice that bursts into our spirits. 
Are you ready to open up? 
May we be fully here – to God and to each other. 
May we be ready – to hear, to be seen, to encounter, to open up – and then – to follow. 
 

Gathering Prayer 

We pray for the Spirit to speak, for God’s people are listening. 
May Jesus come and speak to us beneath our fig trees, our vines. 
May we know God, and come to know ourselves. 
When we hear Jesus bid us follow to the place of his service and care, may we be 
made into hardy plants, like the fig tree. 
May we bloom in the places we are planted, with the wind of the Spirit in our branches. 
May we blossom in the light of God’s love. 
Amen. 

 

Hymns: 

 Here I Am, Lord 

  Marcel de la Gorgendiere, Wayne Knouse 

  https://youtu.be/oY68sJxANfs  

 

https://youtu.be/oY68sJxANfs


   

 O Master Let Me Walk With Thee 

  Anne Stephenson, Blandine Norman 

  https://youtu.be/ygyfg_MA6W4  

 

Holy Conversation 

We remember that all people are in the image of God.  Yet we find it easy to dismiss 
others and presume they have little to offer.  May we be called into a unity of care and 
compassion, of love and justice.  May we let go of our limited and selfish desires that 
keep us separated from one another.  
There are times when we can only see our own failings and our shortcomings.  May we 
know again that God sees us as we are and loves us without reserve. 
We know that all nature is God’s blessing, yet we insist on desecrating it with our 
insatiable greed and our self-serving ways that destroy and pollute, denying future 
generations what we enjoy.  May we come to our senses and begin caring for the natural 
world the way we care for our families. 
When our focus is on satisfying our own needs and desires, we too easily overlook the 
harm we do to ourselves, our communities, and God’s creation.  May we find courage to 
live as a new people, open to the call of renewal that sings in our souls.  
We can feel overwhelmed by the challenges we face, the troubling and complex 
problems in the daily news.  May we know in the deep places of our being that we too 
can be channels of God’s compassion and justice, and may we hear our names called 
in the transforming message of grace. Amen. 

 

Scriptures: 

I Sam 3:1-10 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was 
rare in those days; visions were not widespread.  

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was 
lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! 
Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called 
me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went and lay down. The Lord 
called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you 
called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet 
know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord 
called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, 
for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli 
said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening.” ’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place.  

https://youtu.be/ygyfg_MA6W4


Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel 
said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’  

 

John 1:43-51 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow 
me.’ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also 
the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus 
saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ Nathanael replied, 
‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you 
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 
than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and 
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’ 

 

Anthem 

 “Agnus Dei” – Requiem  

    Gabriel Faure 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1FKoPO-S2w 

 

Reflection 

Have you ever been out and about and heard your name called, and then turned to find 
no-one there?  It’s happened to me.   It’s a little disconcerting, to say the least.    Where 
did the words come from?  Who spoke?  Or was it just a moment of extra-vivid 
imagination? 

That’s the sort of thing that Samuel, and his mentor Eli, might have been thinking in this 
early bit of the story of the prophet in our scripture reading today.  Samuel is a young 
apprentice to the elderly priest Eli.  One night, when Samuel is sleeping near the ark of 
the covenant in the inner part of the temple, he hears his name called.  Thinking it is Eli, 
Samuel goes in to him to ask what he wants.  Eli, who hasn’t called him, is puzzled and 
sends him back to bed.  It happens again, twice more.  Eli finally realizes it is God calling 
to Samuel and instructs him how to respond.  And that’s what Samuel does. 

So God does finally reach Samuel.  And it’s through the intervention of another person, 
in this case, the priest Eli.  Eli is enough tuned in to the holy that he comes to recognize 
the presence of God, and to instruct his acolyte Samuel accordingly.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1FKoPO-S2w


I think connecting folks to God’s presence often works that way.  It can work through 
another person.  It often takes a person already tuned in to the holy presence to help 
someone else do the same.  It often takes a personal invitation for someone to come 
into their own individual sense of connection to God. 

Churches have known that for a long time.  It was quite a few years ago that I heard that 
by far the most common way that someone chooses to connect with a church for the first 
time is after someone they knew invites them.  “Come with me,” is a potent statement.  
And it works. 

Our reading from the gospel of John today speaks to that same dynamic.  Philip, who 
has already decided to follow Jesus, finds his friend Nathanael, and tells him about 
Jesus.  Nathanael is skeptical, so Philip simply says, “Come and see”.  And Nathanael’s 
first experience in conversation with Jesus is powerful enough for Nathanael to see right 
through to the core of Jesus’ full identity as the son of God. 

We don’t really know what it is about Jesus that disposes people to see this sort of thing 
in him, to believe and follow him with little or no evidence.  We don’t know what makes 
people like Philip and Andrew and Peter drop everything to follow him.  Had Philip and 
Nathanael known him before? Has Philip heard about him from Andrew and Peter, since 
they live in the same town? The text doesn’t say. It only says that Philip follows Jesus 
straightaway, then tells Nathanael that they have found the one promised in their 
scriptures. Is the “we” Philip speaks of other people who are following Jesus? Again, we 
don’t know. 

We do know, however, that for someone as skeptical and suspicious as Nathanael to 
suddenly name Jesus the son of God and rabbi and king, takes the intervention of a third 
person.  That’s so often how it works.  So many people come to faith through their 
connection to someone else.  Again, it’s the personal invitation.  And then the personal 
experience. 

When you read the gospels, you can see the profound effect Jesus has on the people 
he meets.  There’s the Canaanite woman in Matthew, the blind man at Bethsaida in 
Mark, the Roman centurion in Luke, the sick man at the Bethesda pool in John, and so 
many more.  People meet Jesus, and they are changed.  Whatever their deepest need 
is, Jesus meets it.  Then they tell others what happened. 

I know that my own faith only grew through repeated conversations and experiences I 
had with others.  It wasn’t something that happened on its own, just with me alone.  
Friends, acquaintances, co-workers, ministers and others were all part of helping me 
see and know what I needed to get through my skeptical barrier of disbelief.  It was their 
insistent invitations to, “Come and see,” that made whatever happened happen.  And 
even now, it is the evident faith of others that continues to bolster and uphold my own, 
in the face of much that could discourage and disenchant.  It’s the third party again that 
makes a difference. 

And that’s how it has worked through the last two millennia. In words and actions.  One 
person says to another, “I choose to follow Jesus.  Come with me and I’ll show you 
what that’s like.”  It’s always person-to-person. 



The spread of the Christian church across the world is the person-to-person story of 
thousands of people who, across the globe, told the story about Jesus and what Jesus 
had done for them, and invited others to go with them on the journey of faith.  People 
gain faith because they have seen what it has done for those whom they know.  It’s the 
personal connection that makes the difference.  Few people read their way into faith.  
Some behave their way, coming to faith through their good actions and seeing a new 
and deeper motivation for those actions.  But that’s pretty rare too.  Mostly, it’s the 
invitation. 

Our task as people of faith is not to “prove” the truth of the Christian faith, although 
many scholars have written persuasively about that.  Our task is not even to persuade 
others to become Christian.  Our task is simply to say, “Come and see.”  Philip could 
give Nathanael some of his own opinions.  He could say, “This Jesus knows a lot about 
the Bible.”  Or he might say, “There is something about this man Jesus that draws me 
to him.”  Even when Nathanael expresses skepticism about “anything good coming out 
of Nazareth,” Philip might list other successful people from Nazareth. 

But no: Philip simply says, “Come and see,” as if to say, “You don’t need me to 
advertise for Jesus; come and see for yourself.”  Nathaniel comes and does see for 
himself. 

Why don’t we be Philip for someone else?  Why don’t we invite them to, “Come and 
see”?  Why don’t we Invite them to come with us?  I think we’ve been conditioned by the 
modern scepticism about religion.  We are almost ashamed of our faith, as if we are 
waiting for others to denigrate it and treat us as simpletons for believing anything as 
outlandish (to them) as we do, for acting out of the motivations our faith gives us.  We’ve 
become afraid of being labelled as something unacceptable because of our faith. 

And all that is rather short-sighted and self-serving.  We actually can put ourselves out 
there, letting others know that we are indeed people of faith, that we do have beliefs that 
power our actions, that we have a sense of being connected to something much larger 
than ourselves, that we are never fully alone.  We don’t need to be shy about being 
Christians.  It’s not something shameful.  In fact, it’s something positive, at least for us.  
All we need to do is tell others a bit about it all, and then invite them, “Come with me and 
see.”   “Come with” is important.  It’s intimidating for anyone to enter a place of worship 
on their own for the first time.  They don’t know just what to expect.  They don’t know 
what will be expected of them.  Some of our church buildings are intimidating in 
themselves.  Knox certainly is.  All that is why our website has a section about what to 
expect on Sunday mornings in this church.  It tells potential newcomers what they’ll see 
and hear and experience, what will and will not happen, and what other people there will 
be like.  Hopefully it helps to demystify things a bit, and make it a bit more likely that 
someone will actually decide to try it out. 

But it’s not just going to church that makes up the substance of our faith.  We act in 
certain ways because of faith too.  So we can invite someone to “Come with me and 
see” when we go about our helping and serving activities too.  Those can be just as 
intimidating for a person who is new to them, so again it’s important to go together to 



serve at the Friendship inn, or buy groceries for the Food Bank, or help out someone in 
need.  It’s important for your acquaintance to see you in action, to see that it can be 
done, to see that it doesn’t hurt at all. 

So look for ways to invite others into what you find of value in your faith.  It takes a bit of 
courage.  It takes a bit of hutzpah.  It takes some enthusiasm.  But it only takes a bit of 
time and energy.  After all, why would you not want to share what you have found?  Give 
it a try.  See what happens.  See what your invitation to, “Come and see” will do. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn 

 Lord Speak to Me 

  Blandine Norman, Mary Lou Beck 

  https://youtu.be/4M8v18X_ZoI  

 

Litany 

In the beginning, God created plants, bearing seeds – 
Seeds of new life, of growth, of peace and justice. 
God created plants to offer the good news of new life to creation. 
God gives us plants and fruits, and we know that they are good. 
Plants offer us oxygen and nutrition. 
Many people have easy access to green and growing things, 
but so many others, throughout the world, lack the means for healthy food. 
For plants, seeds, and fruits and vegetables, we give thanks. 
God gives us the plants for food; 
calling us to break down the barriers that keep some people from their food. 
God calls us to honour and protect old-growth forests, rainforests, and every green 
thing. 
So let us care for the plants of the world and share them with others. 
Let us take up God’s vision for a world teaming with green health and plenty. 
 

Minute for Mission 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PL6CI5zPkLA&list=PLQDu-
SgFb3Rjbi4t2qvhNhbEA17GXiLNo&index=1 

 

Hymn 

 I Have Called You By Your Name 

  Mary Lou Beck 

  https://youtu.be/_b0OPJhW6XM  

https://youtu.be/4M8v18X_ZoI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PL6CI5zPkLA&list=PLQDu-SgFb3Rjbi4t2qvhNhbEA17GXiLNo&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PL6CI5zPkLA&list=PLQDu-SgFb3Rjbi4t2qvhNhbEA17GXiLNo&index=1
https://youtu.be/_b0OPJhW6XM


  

Community Prayer 

From the morning dawn to the setting sun, in the brightness of a sunlit day to the 
darkness of a clouded night, God is present with us and within us.  Even when it 
seems to us that the centre of holiness is only an illusion, or a figment of our 
desperation, God comes to us with the assurance of always being with us, always 
holding us close in love and care.  The core promise of our faith is that with God, we 
have an intimate and endless companion.    

Our souls stir with hope through a holy vision for our lives and for our world. From 
the nearness of our own breath, to the ends of the earth, may we rest in certainty that 
God’s love is as deep as the oceans, as high as the mountains, and that there is 
nothing that exists outside of God’s care.  

The echoes of creation call us to be stewards of Earth, to be voices for the 
oppressed, to be lovers of all whom Jesus loves.  May we hear this call and respond in 
faith, empowered by the Spirit’s vision that rests within us, deeper even than the very 
bones of our bodies.  

From the cathedrals of power to the smallest communities of prayer, from the largest 
cities to tiniest villages by dusty roads, may we hear and heed the prophets of today.  
May we hear their cries – for justice beyond the world’s too-limited vision, fullness of 
life unlocked from the tyranny of the market, and peace emerging from the bonds of 
violence.  May we strive toward the promise of full life that burns in every heart, and be 
strengthened in our discipleship, so that we too may be prophets and activists for 
God’s love in word and deed.  

From all our seeking and all our yearning, we place our prayers and our hopes into 
the familiar words of the prayer of Jesus from the stories of our faith of long ago, as we 
say: 

Our Creator, who is in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name. 
Your Kingdom come,  
 your will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
   who trespass against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, 
  the power and the glory,  

  for ever and ever. 
Amen.  



 

Benediction 

Now receive this blessing from the Holy One. 
Go out, to listen for the voice of God. 
Go out, to follow Jesus where he leads you. 
Go out, to feel the breath of the Spirit moving you. 
Go out, to bloom where you have been planted. 
May the love of God – Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer – 
Be with you all, now and always. 

 

Wheat Field  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-q3VRaLF_o 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-q3VRaLF_o

